[image: image1.png]b

ART-REACH









Contact:










Blair Kahora 









908-246-2268









bkahora@hotmail.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Art-Reach Announces Inaugural Council of Advisors
Five appointed to help connect underserved Philadelphians with the arts
Philadelphia (October 13, 2008) – Art-Reach, a Philadelphia nonprofit organization that makes cultural experiences more accessible to people with disabilities and economic disadvantages, today announced its first Council of Advisors.
The five Council members, all of whom previously resided on the Art-Reach Board of Directors, include: 
· Joyce W. Burd, Co-Executive Director, Dancing Classrooms Philly and founding Executive Director, Art-Reach;

· Sara Garonzik, Producing Artistic Director, Philadelphia Theatre Company;  

· Patricia A. Gritzan, Partner and Vice-Chair, Saul Ewing Business Department; 
· Roger Margulies, Assistant Deputy Mayor for the Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities; and

· Lisa Nutter, President, Philadelphia Academies, Inc.
Lending their professional expertise, Advisors will champion Art-Reach by planning and implementing projects with the Board of Directors and Art-Reach staff; facilitating relationships to attract and retain volunteers, arts partners, roster artists, member organizations and fundraising; and acting as a sounding board for new initiatives. 

“We’re especially pleased to welcome our Council of Advisors in concordance with National Disabilities Awareness Month,” says Michael Norris, executive director, Art-Reach. “Each member has served on the Art-Reach Board of Directors, exhibiting extraordinary commitment to our organization.  We know they are all eager to continue advocating for a cause close to their hearts.” 
Since September 2007, Joyce W. Burd has served as co-executive director for Dancing Classrooms Philly, a licensed ballroom dancing program for Philadelphia schoolchildren.  She is an experienced program director, an expert in motivating volunteers for action, a successful grant proposal writer, a proactive entrepreneur, a dance therapist, an educator and above all, a proponent for the arts as therapy. After founding Art-Reach, Burd oversaw the publication of Access the Arts, etc…A Guide for People with Disabilities, providing individuals with physical disabilities and those who are blind and deaf with valuable information regarding access at arts venues. 

As producing artistic director, Sara Garonzik has directed and produced for Philadelphia 
Theatre Company since 1982, and introduced more than 130 world or regional premieres of major new American plays and musicals to Philadelphia.  She is listed in "Who's Who of American Women" and was named one of Business Philadelphia's and Philadelphia Magazine's "People to Watch."  Last fall she received the 2007 Achievement Award from the American Association of University Women, and in June 2008, she received the first Arts Pioneer Award created by Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown.
Patricia A. Gritzan is a partner and vice-chair of Saul Ewing's Business Department and a member of the firm's Securities Transactions, Corporate Governance and Venture Capital/Private Equity practice groups. Ms. Gritzan's representations cover the aspects of helping a business enterprise grow. She assists clients from the initial formation of the enterprise, through capital raising, acquisition of assets or other businesses, implementing appropriate protections against hostile takeovers, and advising boards of directors and officers regarding their fiduciary duties and corporate governance obligations. 

As Assistant Deputy Mayor for the Mayor’s Commission on People with Disabilities, Roger Margulies has increased the visibility of Philadelphia’s disability community;  initiated Voter Accessibility and Arts and Culture committees; improved disability parking availability; testified about crucial shortages in accessible housing and adaptive modification funds before City Council; coordinated annually Access Achievement Awards & Scholarship Breakfast; and represented the Mayor of Philadelphia at disability forums, community meetings and events.


Lisa Johnson Nutter, who in November will be honored by Art-Reach at the 17th Annual Jazz Brunch, is President of Philadelphia Academies, Inc.  Nutter’s diverse professional background includes work in the fields of education, community organizing, human services, community development, and arts and culture. She is actively engaged locally and nationally in issues related to social change and youth development and presently serves on the board of directors of the Women’s Community Revitalization Project (Co-Chairperson), Center for International Media Action, Big Picture Company Philadelphia, and the Center for Applied Research and Technical Assistance.

 Art-Reach works with organizations to provide arts and cultural opportunities to over 15,000 traditionally underserved audience members, including people with disabilities, at-risk youth, the economically disadvantaged, and the elderly in need. 
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Art-Reach

www.art-reach.org

Art-Reach is a Delaware Valley nonprofit cultural service organization that helps underserved audiences to experience arts and cultural programming and that serves as a community resource by increasing accessibility to cultural venues and events. We achieve our mission through dynamic partnerships with over 45 local artists, 125 arts and cultural organizations, and 180 human service agencies throughout the Delaware Valley, including southeastern Pennsylvania, Delaware, and southern New Jersey, including Camden
